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PREFACE
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Welcome to the first ebook by The Little House of Horrors. 
It's my present to you, because I really appreciate that you're 
a frequent reader of my website. 

This ebook is all about haunted places in The Netherlands, 
my homeland. The Dutch are known for being down to earth: 
superstition is not something we talk about. But, The 
Netherlands has a rich and turbulent past and the ghosts will 
not stay silent. 

In this ebook, we'll take a look at some of our bigger cities, 
legends, castles, and other places of interest. Unfortunately, 
we are not able to travel because of Covid-19, but this ebook 
takes you on a journey anyway.

I really hope you'll enjoy the ride. And, of course, I hope you 
will continue following me for more stories and ebooks in 
the future!

Love,

Sonja, your paranormal storyteller

"THE DUTCH MAY NOT SPEAK ABOUT 
ABOUT GHOSTS VERY OFTEN..."

"...THAT DOESN'T MEAN THE GHOSTS 
WILL KEEP SILENT"



HAUNTED 
AMSTERDAM
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Amsterdam can be a pretty scary place. The Dutch capital is 
one of the major tourist attractions in the country. But do 
the visitors have any idea what happened on the soil 
beneath their feet? 

One of the most haunted places 
in Amsterdam is the Dam itself. 
Normally, this square is 
crowded with tourists and 
pigeons, but this used to be the 
place where many were executed 
during the Spanish Inquisition. 

During this sacred tribunal 
many Jews were persecuted, 
tortured and burned to death. 
It's truly a horrible part of 
European history. 
 

THE DAM

Nishanga via Getty Images

"MANY HAVE MET THEIR END HERE"
People who were accused of 
witchcraft were executed here, 
as well. Many were burned. 
Some people claim to have seen 
the apparitions on The Dam, 
even during the day. 

From a later period, lackeys 
have been seen, working around 
the royal palace. Don't they know 
they're dead already?

Aliaksei Skreidzeleu via Canva
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The next haunted location in 
Amsterdam is the house where 
perhaps the most famous girl 
in the world lived in hiding for 
almost two years: Anne Frank. 

Anne was only 13 years old 
when she and her family were 
forced to find refuge in this 
house on the Westmarkt 20. It 
was the year 1942. 
 

THE ANNE FRANK HOUSE

dennisvdw via Getty Images

"THE FRANK FAMILY WAS BETRAYED..."
The Frank Family was arrested 
on 4 Augustus 1944. The man 
responsible for this was most 
persumably a man by the name 
of Tonny Ahlers. 

Mother Edith, sister Margot and 
Anne were taken to Bergen-
Belsen, where they sadly passed 
away from illness in 1945. 
Father Otto was sent to 
Auschwitz-Birkenau. 

Photo Collection Anne Frank House

Anne and her family stayed in what is now known as "het Achterhuis": a 
small cluster of rooms, hidden behind a bookcase. The people who gave the 
family shelter were Miep Gies, Bep Voskuijl, Johannes Kleiman and Victor 
Kugler. 

They provided food, clothes and school supplies for the children. Even the 
famous diary Anne cherished so dearly. Sadly, the family was betrayed.

He survived an published Anne's most important possession, her diary. 
Miep Gies kept it safely, hoping the girl would return. Westermarkt 20 is a 
museum today, but people claim it's haunted. 

People feel as if they are being watched and strange sounds are heard, like 
footsteps and falling marbles down the staircase. Visitors can get 
overwhelmed by emotions and there are many coldspots.
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Amsterdam's Red Light District 
has two haunted locations. The 
first location is an alley called 
"Spooksteeg" or ghost-alley. 

In the 18th century, long before 
it was a district of pleasure, a 
man lived here with his two 
daughters, Helena and Dina. 
Dina fell in love with a seafarer. 
The two decided to get married, 
but sister Helena wasn't happy: 
she was jealous of her sister.  
 

SPOOKSTEEG

 rognar via Getty Images

"JEALOUSY IS A MONSTER: IT KILLS!"

Bloedstraat or Bloodstreet is 
called this way because the 
blood of the executed literally 
ran down the street. Especially 
during the so-called Blood-
Board (1567-1576). 

This special court was called in 
life by the Duke of Alfa. 

Bas Verhoeven via Getty Images

She also had fallen in love with the seafarer. Helena was so jealous that she 
pushed her sister into the cellar in a fit of rage. Dina fell down the stairs, 
broke her neck and died instantly.  

Of course, the seafarer was heartbroken, but he found comfort in Helena's 
arms. Eventually they even got married. When the seafarer lay on his 
deathbed, Helena decided to confess her crime. 

She asked for his forgiveness, but he was furious and cursed her soul. 
Helena's spirit (often referred to as the Ghost of Zeedijk) is often seen here.

BLOEDSTRAAT

The purpose of the Blood-Board was to find, question and execute the men 
who participated in the Iconoclasm of 1566-1567. The executed men are 
still here. People have seen shadow figures in the night. 
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In a part of the former Saint 
Ursula monastery, on the 
Oudezijds Achterburgwal, you 
will find the so-called Spinhuis. 

This detention center for women 
and girls was established in 
1597. The goal was to get these 
women back on track again by 
making them spin and sew all 
day, every day. 

There are more "Spinhuizen" in 
the Netherlands like in Arnhem, 
Zwolle and Gouda. But, this one, 
in Amsterdam, is haunted.  
 

HET SPINHUIS

Brbbl via wikipedia CC BY-SA 2.0

"A FORBIDDEN
 LOVE STORY..."

"... WITH NO 
HAPPY ENDING"

According to the legend, one of 
the priests who worked at the 
Spinhuis fell in love with one of 
the imprisoned girls. Of course, 
this was against all the rules. 

 
When the love affair was discovered, the two were separated. The priest 
was sent away. He went mad when he heard he could never see her again 
and he took his own life right outside the house. 

The girl remained at the Spinhuis for the rest of her days. The ghost of 
the priest is sometimes seen on the porch.



HAUNTED 
THE HAGUE
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The Hague is considered the royal city of The Netherlands 
and also the Dutch parliament resides here. The city, which 
actually is not a city because it doesn't have city rights, is 
also a city of law and justice. And that certainly leaves a 
mark.

Tourists all make a visit to Het 
Buitenhof, which houses the 
Dutch Parliament. This is 
located in the center of The 
Hague. 

It was constructed somewhere in 
the 13th century, although the 
buildings as we know it today, 
were built in the 17th century. 

It faces De Gevangenpoort, the 
old prison of the Hague.  

HET BUITENHOF

DigiClicks via Getty Images

"THE HAGUE IS 
KNOWN FOR ITS 
LAW AND JUSTICE. "

People think the adjoined 
Binnenhof (the courtyard) was 
built at the same time as Het 
Buitenhof, but in fact, Het 
Binnenhof was built much 
earlier. 

Het Buitenhof is located next to De Hofvijfer, a pond where locals used to 
dump their waste and washed their animals. Keep this in mind, you'll need 
this knowledge later. 
 

All buildings in the center of The Hague are connected one way or another. 
Perhaps even more literally than you'd think!
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Recently, a collapsed tunnel 
network was discovered 
underneath Het Binnenhof. 
Unfortunately, it's too damaged 
and thus dangerous to visit. 

The tunnel started right under 
the house of parliament, leading 
from Het Binnenhof to De 
Gevangenpoort and even to an 
old inn named 't Goude Hooft. 

This underground network was 
most likely used in the 
transportation of criminals. 

 

 

UNDERGROUND NETWORK

 De Ridderzaal "Knights Hall" - Michael Fousert via unsplash

"MAKE IT SHORT, MAKE IT SHORT..."

Het Binnenhof with its stately 
Knights Hall, was used to 
execute people who were guilty 
of high treason. 

Johan van Oldenbarnevelt, was 
one of the famous Dutch people 
who lost his head here. The 71-
year old Johan was the victim of 
a dirty political game by Prince 
Maurits. 

The night before his execution, 
the grand pensionary asked his 
loyal servant Jan Francken to 
stay by his side. 

Entrance to Het Binnenhof - Hubert via commons.wikimedia

The old man had been terrified about facing his destiny. When he was 
executed on the morning of May 13, 1619, he pleaded to "make it short, 
make it short". 

Unknown is if he said the words to the executioner or to the loyal Jan 
Francken. Jan stayed with him till the very end. 
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One of the oldest buildings in 
The Hague is the old prison, 
called De Gevangenpoort. It was 
built in 1370 and was turned 
into a prison for heavy 
criminals in 1420. 

It remained a prison until 1828 
and it was turned into a 
museum in 1882. 

Certain riots caused an increase 
of prisoners, but they thought of 
a solution to house them. 

 

 

DE GEVANGENPOORT

AM Minnaard Fotografie via gevangenpoort.nl

"PIRATES WERE  
ONLY ALLOWED 
WATER AND 
BREAD"
The water given to the prisoners 
came directly from de Hofvijver, 
which made them very sick. 

Torture was not uncommon and 
the penalties were brutal.

When you were lucky, you'd only 
have to pay a fine. But branding 
and whipping were more 
common. 

The corporal punishments and 
executions were held right 
outside the prison, on the so-
called "green" scaffold.

The commoner's prisons - Kees Hageman via gevangenpoort.nl

When the cells were too crowded (meaning there were more than 15 (!) 
people inside, some prisoners were relocated. One of these locations was 
the local inn by the name of 't Goude Hooft. The tunnels were used to 
transport them. 
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A black page in the history of de 
Gevangenpoort is that of 
Cornelis and Johan de Witt. The 
two brothers were both very 
important politicians in the 
Dutch Republic. 

All was going well, until 1672, 
the Disaster Year. The King of 
England had just declared war 
on the Dutch and Johan 
negotiated peace with France. 
This was looked upon as 
treason. 

 

 

A BLACK PAGE IN HISTORY

Cornelis' cell - Johan Winkelman via gevangenpoort.nl

"IT WAS BRUTAL"

Johan recovered but had to step 
down from politics and Cornelis 
was interrogated in the torture 
chamber. 

Cornelis, however, refused to 
confess. The executioner 
eventually said it was enough 
and set him free.

Willem of Orange was furious 
and he began to stir up the 
public that had gathered to 
witness the execution. 

Torture device at de Gevangenpoort - picture taken by me

And Cornelis was tricked by a man named Willem Tichelaar. He declared 
Cornelis had asked him to help him plan an assassination on Prince 
Willem of Orange. Johan was attacked and got badly injured on his way 
home and Cornelis was imprisoned at de Gevangenpoort. 

When Johan came to collect his badly injured brother at de 
Gevangenpoort, he was obstructed by the angry mob. Both men were 
beaten and kicked. Cornelis was so weak: he was dead before he reached 
the green scaffold, and Johan was shot in the back of his head. 

What happened next is a horrible piece of history. Both men were stripped 
naked and hung upside down from the gallows. They were cut open and 
the intestines fed to the dogs. Fingers, toes, noses, lips, ears and even 
genitals were removed and taken as souvenirs. 



Much later, the two brothers 
were cleared of all blame and 
right at the spot where the 
Green Scaffold used to be, a 
statue of Johan de Witt was 
erected. 

You can find it right next to de 
Gevangenpoort on "De Plaats" a 
square where nice restaurants 
are located today. 

Of course, not just their story is 
horrible. De Gevangenpoort 
holds a lot more gruesome tales. 
Perhaps this is why it is haunted 
the way it is? 

 

 

THE GHOSTS OF DE GEVANGENPOORT

"WATCHING 
EXECUTIONS WAS 

THE SAME AS 
WATCHING 

TELEVISION: PURE 
ENTERTAINMENT"

Statue of Johan de Witt - picture taken by me

People who visit de Gevangenpoort can experience the sensation of 
sadness and dread. Three ghosts have been frequently seen by the staff. 
There is the man wearing a long, black cloak, the spirit of a limping boy 
and the ghost of a man named Cornelis de Hooghe, who lost his head 
because of treason. 

Visiting de Gevangenpoort is definitely worth your time. 

THE LITTLE HOUSE OF HORRORS                                                          11
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A place which is haunted but 
cannot be visited is Paleis 
Noordeinde. This palace is the 
work palace of our king and sits 
in the middle of The Hague 
centre, between the shops. 

The palace is haunted by a 7-
year-old prince. 

King Willem III and his wife 
Sophie von Württenberg used to 
live here. She was a beautiful 
sophisticated and intelligent 
woman and Willem... well he 
was the opposite.

 

'T GOUDE HOOFT

 't Goude Hooft - Pvt pauline via wikipedia

"THE QUEEN FELT A COLD HAND IN HERS"

During renovations in the 
basement, the remains of a 
tunnel and cells were discovered 
under the oldest inn (1423) in 
The Hague: 't Goude Hooft. 

When de Gevangenpoort had 
been full, prisoners were 
transported to the prison cells at 
't Goude Hooft. 

Today, staff and guests have 
experienced unexplained 
phenomena at the historic inn. 
Is this a portal?

Noordeinde - anastasia collection via canva

He wasn't nicknamed "King Gorilla" for nothing. It's safe to say Sophie wasn't 
very happy. But, when she lost their 7-year-old son Prince Maurits onm 
meningitis, she was heartbroken. Sophie believed in the spirit world and 
asked a medium to perform a seance. Then she felt a tiny cold hand slip 
into hers and that comforted her greatly.  

PALEIS NOORDEINDE
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HET SPAANSCHE HOF

 Het Spaansche Hof - Fabio via Flickr

"SHE HATED HER FORMER HUSBAND SO 
MUCH SHE CAME BACK TO HAUNT HIM"

The Hague is incredibly 
haunted, because it doesn't end 
just yet. 

Another haunted location is the 
much loved wedding venue "Het 
Spaansche Hof". The stately 
home can be found on the 
Westeinde. 

It was built in 1469 by a 
nobleman named Gerrit van 
Assendelft. Gerrit married a 
French woman named 
Catharina Le Chasseur in 1507, 
but the marriage was far from 
happy. 

After 30 years Catharina had 
enough and she moved out of 
the house to live with another 
man. And this man was bad 
news.

The man counterfeited money and Catharina became involved in his shady 
practices. After 9 years, they were discovered and arrested. Catharina was 
taken to de Gevangenpoort where she was tortured. She eventually died by 
drowning. 

After her death, she came back to Het Spaansche Hof to haunt her ex-
husband. She must have really hated him. 

Servants left the stately home in terror and guests started complaining the 
bedsheets were pulled off the beds in the middle of the night. The British 
Ambassador who was visiting the home claimed he saw the ghost of an 
elderly woman. 

Catharine is said to still haunt het Spaansche Hof until this day. 



HAUNTED 
DELFT
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Delft is the miniature version of Amsterdam: it has 
beautiful canals, a historic centre and a lot of creepy tales. 
Most of these tales are related to "the father of the 
fatherland", Willem van Oranje. 

MUSEUM PRINSENHOF

"NEVER TRUST STRANGERS..."
Willem van Oranje found a safe 
shelter inside the monastery. 
This was also the place where 
he received guests. One of these 
guests, Balthasar Gerards, had 
other plans in mind. 

He took a gun with him and 
when he was close enough, he 
shot Willem van Oranje. The 
bullet holes are still embedded 
in the wall. He died instantly. 

The infamous bullet holes - my own picture

Museum Prinsenhof might not 
be haunted, the ghost story of 
Willem van Oranje originates 
here. 

The museum is located near the 
historic centre and is located 
inside the former Agatha 
monastery. The building is over 
600 years old. It even survived 
the iconoclasm of 1566. 

The monastery was confiscated 
by the States of Holland in 1572. 

Sculpture of Willem van Oranje and the weapon he was killed with - 
my own picture
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HET STEEN 

"THIS PLACE MUST BE HAUNTED"
Another man, named Wolfert 
van Borselen, also met his end 
at Het Steen. 

He was an influential man in 
The Netherlands around 1299. 
He was known for abusing his 
power, and somehow he 
managed to get himself in Het 
Steen. 

People really must have hated 
him! 

Delft Town Hall - my own picture

Hidden behind the Town Hall 
and surrounded by restaurants 
is the former prison Het Steen. 

The building was constructed 
somewhere in the 12th century. 
The Town Hall, which was 
constructed in the 16th century, 
was attached to Het Steen. 

This is where Balthasar Gerards 
was taken after he killed Willem 
van Oranje.

After the assassination, Balthasar Gerards tried to get away by climbing 
over the monasteries wall. But, he didn't get very far. He was immediately 
interrogated at Het Steen, which was notorious for its torture methods.

Gerards was terribly tortured before eventually being drawn, quartered 
and decapitated. 

Medieval prison Het Steen - my own picture

They removed all his armor and he was taken to the top window where he 
was thrown out of. He landed in the square where an angry mob had 
gathered. He was literally torn apart. 

Het Steen is occasionally open to the public, but beware: strange things 
are said to happen here...
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THE NEW CHURCH 

"STRANGE THINGS HAPPEN HERE"

Willem van Oranje's dying wish 
was to be buried in Breda, but 
that was not possible due to his 
position. 

Instead, he was buried inside 
the New Church. People claim to 
feel strange when near the 
grave.

A painter had his own ghostly 
encounter there. 

Willem van Oranje's grave - my own picture

When beggar Symon received 
some food from a man named 
Jan Col in 1351, a bright beam 
of light appeared on his face. 

Both Symon and Jan followed 
the beam across the gallows 
field and there they saw it: a 
golden church. 

Symon died not long after his 
vision, but Jan knew what he had 
seen.

For 30 years he pleaded with the 
city council to build a new 
church. Eventually it was built in 
1381. 

Later, the hallucinations were 
blamed on swamp gas fires, but 
the new church was a fact and 
it's beautiful! Climbing up is 
really worth the effort, because 
the view is incredible. 

The New Church - my own picture

He was working on a considerable height when suddenly a man in a black 
cloak appeared right next to him. He couldn't have come up there without 
making a sound. When he looked again, he was gone. 



HAUNTED 
ROTTERDAM
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The historic centre of harbor-city Rotterdam was bombed 
during WWII. Almost all old buildings were wiped away, 
that is why some people say Rotterdam has no soul. But, 
that's not true at all. For the ghosts of the past still hang 
around. 

THE STATUE OF ERASMUS

"DON'T EVER LET HIM TURN THE PAGE!"

Luckily, some statues and 
buildings managed to survive 
the bombing of 1940. 

An example is the statue of the 
Dutch philosopher Desiderius 
Erasmus. His statue is placed 
next to the St. Laurens Church 
and dates back to 1622. 

It's a national monument, but 
there's a creepy legend about it, 
too. 

As you can see, Erasmus is 
carrying a heavy bronze book in 
his hands.

It is said that when Erasmus 
turns a page of his book, the 
most awful things will happen. 

Who knows, perhaps he turned 
the page in 2020. That would 
make a lot of sense!

 

The statue of Erasmus - GAPS via Getty Images
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DE KOOPGOOT

"PEOPLE CLAIM TO
SEE PHANTOM 

SOLDIERS IN HEAVY 
BATTLE"

One of the most busy places in 
Rotterdam is de Koopgoot. This 
is the main shopping mall of 
the city.

This location was the site of 
heavy ground battles during 
WWII. 

Even during the day, people 
have seen phantom soldiers 
fighting for their lives. 

 

De Koopgoot - G.Lantingvia commons.wikimedia

THE GENERAL CEMETERY 
CROOSWIJK

The General Cemetery of 
Crooswijk was established in 
1832. It wasn't even completely 
finished when a horrible 
cholera epidemic broke loose 
in the city. 

All the victims were buried 
here as fast as possible to stop 
the spread of this devastating 
illness which held Rotterdam 
in its grip.  Crooswijk Cemetery - Avalphen via commons.wikimedia

When the St. Laurens Church 
was bombed in 1940, all 
human remains were re-
located here. 

People claim heraing phantom 
cries and screaming while 
passing the cemetery at night. 

It will literally make your skin 
crawl. 
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THE RUIN OF HUIS TEN BERGHE

"PEOPLE HAVE MOVED BECAUSE OF HIM"

Huis ten Berghe is also known as 
Castle Hilligersberg. It's a castle 
ruin which dates back to the 13th 
century.

A cemetery has grown around 
the old ruin. Why? Because being 
buried here was cool. 

During the Victorian era, in the 
19th century, people liked to 
romanticize death. The idea of 
being buried next to a medieval 
ruin was very appealing. 

 
DE KUBUS-

WONINGEN
The well-known cube houses in 
Rotterdam date back to 1982. 
They face another favorite 
place-to-be in Rotterdam: de 
Markthal. 

Even though these houses are 
not old, at least one is haunted. 
By a very annoying poltergeist 
that is.  Cube Houses - Rob van der Vloed via Pixabay

The people on number 65 were eventually so fed-up with the poltergeist 
they called Murphy, that they moved out of their iconic house. 

It started with little knocks on the window, but ended with loud bangs on 
the walls. Things started to disappear from the house and Murphy loved 
playing with the lights. 

It is unknown if the new residents of number 65 get bothered by Murphy. 
Perhaps he moved along with the previous owners. 

 Huis ten Berghe - Wikifrits via commons.wikimedia



HAUNTED 
UTRECHT
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You can find Utrecht in the centre of The Netherland. Even 
though the city has canals, a lot of shops and nice 
restaurants, it's a lot less known with tourists than 
Amsterdam for instance. But, it's well worth the mention. 

STADION GALGENWAARD

"THEY WERE PUT ON DISPLAY TO SCARE 
OTHER CRIMINALS "

Galgenwaard Stadium is the 
place where soccer club FC 
Utrecht found its home base in 
1936. 

But, where did that strange 
name come from. Well, this 
place was used as a gallows field 
until 1600. 

If someone was sentenced to 
death in Utrecht, his body 
wasn't carefully buried 
afterwards. It was on display 
here to scare other criminals. 

 

Stadion Galgenwaard - kevertje77 via wikipedia

Bodies were publicly displayed hanging or on top of a so-called radstake. 
This was a high pole with a wheel on which a body could be attached. If a 
person was beheaded, the head would be on display on a spike. Right on 
this very field. Those restless souls are bound to linger here somewhere!
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HET DOLHUIS

"THEY WERE 
CHAINED TO THE 
WALLS "

The Central Museum in Utrecht 
used to be an asylum by the 
name of the Willem Arntsz 
House. 

But, back then, the patients 
weren't treated very well. Some 
were chained to the wall 
because they were a hazard to 
themselves and others. 

And something disturbing 
happened here each year on the 
day after Easter. 

 

Dolhuis - Vincent Zedelius via wikipedia

Then, all people still drunk from Easter, 
could come over to watch and bully the 
defenseless disabled. How horrible! 

This day became known as "Dolle 
Dinsdag" (mad Tuesday). These poor 
tormented souls are still here. 

DE HEKSENWAAG

Heksenwaag - Martinvl via commons.wikimedia

Near Utrecht, in Oudewater, you'll find a 
special museum. This used to be the 
place where men and women who were 
suspected of witchcraft were weighed. 

One could not be too heavy to be able to 
fly a broom. So, people weighing above a 
certain weight, were set free. 

This trial scale was constructed in 1482 
and made it to the UNESCO World 
Heritage List. 

You can get your weight checked here 
and you'll receive a certificate of 
weighing once you're cleared. 

So, eat that cake anyway, just to be safe! 



CREEPY DUTCH 
LEGENDS
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The Dutch may seem down to earth people, they sure were 
superstitious in the past. Many believed in ghosts, witchcraft 
and other supernatural occurences. Especially when they saw 
something they couldn't explain. 

THE FLYING DUTCHMAN

"I WILL SAIL AROUND THE CAPE, EVEN IF 
I'LL HAVE TO SAIL UNTIL THE FINAL 
JUDGEMENT!"

A Dutch legend that is known all 
over the world is the legend of 
The Flying Dutchman. This 
phantom ship with its blood-red 
sails has terrified many sailors.

Even though his wife didn't want 
him to leave because it was 
almost Easter, VOC-captain 
Willem van der Decken insisted. 

He was going to sail out to East 
India to collect spices. He didn't 
want the English fleet to beat 
him to it. 

George Grie via commons.wikimedia

All went well until his ship reached the treacherous Cape of Good Hope, 
where it was hit by a severe storm. His crew begged him to turn back, but 
Van der Decken screamed: 

To punish Willem for his words, the devil took power of his ship. He and 
his crew are now doomed to sail the seven sees for eternity. And all ships 
that come across it, will suffer a horrible fate. 
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DE WITTE WIEVEN

"THEY CAME OUT 
SCREECHING, 
SCARING HIM TO 
DEATH"

This is the legend about two 
people in a forbidden love-
affair.  Wealthy daughter 
Johanna fell in love with the 
poor farmer's son Albert. 

When Albert was chased away 
from the property by her father 
once more, he rode his old 
horse onto the heather covered 
grounds to ease his broken 
heart. 

He even overlooked a deep hole 
because of this.  Nils Blommér - public domain

Stories about Witte Wieven (white witches) are especially common in the 
north and east regions of The Netherlands. These witches are believed to 
dance on heather covered grounds. Once you spot one, you will die soon. 

They are known to confuse people who walk in these areas with a sudden 
fog so they get lost. But, they are also believed to help women through 
labor. Are they good or bad? Let's find out through an old Dutch legend. 

This hole belonged to de Witte Wieven and they came out screeching, 
scaring poor Albert half to death. They did, however, save his life. The next 
day he returned with a plate with baked goods, thanking the witches. 

Johanna's father decided to challenge 
both Albert and another guy named 
Hendrik for a race. He wanted his 
daughter to marry Hendrik and he knew 
Albert's old horse would never outrun 
Hendrik's much faster horse. 

But, Albert was smart, and he agreed to race Hendrik on the heather 
covered grounds. When they came near the hole the witches appeared and 
Hendrik got so scared he turned around and rode back. 

The witches remembered Albert and allowed him to ride on, so he won the 
race. Albert and Johanna lived happily ever after. 
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DE BOKKENRIJDERS

"THEY RIDE THE SKIES 
ON THEIR DEVILISH 

GOATS"

It was believed that these 
robbers made a pact with the 
devil which enabled them to fly 
through the sky on goats. 

That is how the name 
Bokkenrijders (Goat Riders) was 
born. 

The Limburg village of 
Schinnen was designated to be 
the hotbed of all the criminal 
and devilish activities. 

Marie-Lan Nguyen via Wikipedia

Between 1740 and 1798, Limburg and large parts of Belgium were shaken 
by a wave of arsons and violent robberies. The people were so scared that 
the wildest stories started to pop up.
 

No less than 600 men were arrested and tortured for days. 90% of these 
men were eventually hanged.  

Today, de Bokkenrijders belong to the Limburg Intangible and Cultural 
Heritage. Images of them are seen all over this province. 



HAUNTED 
DUTCH CASTLES
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Castles and ghosts often go hand in hand. That's no different 
in The Netherlands. In fact, there are some pretty scary 
haunted castles in this country. Let's take a look at a couple of 
them. 

HET MUIDERSLOT

"HE WAS MURDERED IN HIS OWN HOME"

Het Muiderslot is a magnificent 
defence castle near Amsterdam. 
It's open for guided tours and 
children can do a scavenger 
hunt at this castle. 

But, the blood drips off the walls 
of this castle which dates back to 
1285. 

It has dark and creepy dungeons, 
and did you know a previous 
owner was murdered here?Het Muiderslot - Lingbeek via Getty Images 

This is what happened to Count Floris V in 1296. Prior to his murder, he 
was imprisoned here by a group of nobles after they had a fight about 
wool.  

Floris V was a much loved count and when the nobles were close to being 
dismantled, one of them killed him. His ghost has been seen frequently. 
Even Constantijn Huijgens saw him when he was staying over at P.C. Hooft.

The spirit of a laughing English man has been seen and heard in the 
knights hall and people hear the sound of walking feet when no one is 
around. 
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KASTEEL WAARDENBURG

"HE PULLED HIM RIGHT THROUGH THE 
IRON BARS"

In the 16th century the 
castle was inhabited by a 
man called doctor Faust. 
He had been trying to 
create the Philosopher's 
Stone for years. 

It frustrated him greatly 
that he didn't manage to.

One day, the devil himself 
visited Faust. He promised 
to give him everything he 
wished for for the period 
of 7 years.  

Unknown artist via wikipedia

The medieval Waardenburg Castle was built around 1265 and it has been 
beautifully preserved. But, this castle not only keeps treasures of the past. 
There's a creepy legend about it, as well. 

If these 7 years were over, the devil would come back to collect his soul. At 
first, Faust hesitated, but soon after he took the deal. For 7 years, Faust got 
everything he wanted and wished for.  

When the 7 years had gone by, the devil re-appeared, this time for his soul. 
But, Faust wasn't planning on returning the favor. This angered the devil so 
much, he pulled the doctor through the bars of his window, leaving an 
enormous pool of blood. 

The blood stain cannot be cleaned away, no matter what they try. And it's 
even visible today. Don't mess with the devil, people. 
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SLOT LOEVESTEIN

"THEY DIDN'T GET TO KILL HIM, HE HAD 
ALREADY TAKEN CARE OF THAT HIMSELF"

Slot Loevestein is well-known 
for the spectacular escape of 
Hugo de Groot, who managed 
to leave the castle in a book 
case.

But, more people have been 
imprisoned here. 

Like Herman de Ruiter, a cattle 
merchant who also happened to 
be the captain of the "Geuzen". 
  

Slot Loevestein - Lya_Cattel via Getty Images 

These geuzen were nobles who opposed the Spanish King Filips II during 
the Eighty Years' War. He managed to get himself and 12 others inside the 
castle dressed up as monks after they killed the guard.

The Spanish re-claimed the castle again a couple of days later and the 
geuzen were executed by upside-down-hanging until they died. But, they 
had other plans for Herman. 

Herman was to be publicly beheaded, but he made sure it didn't get that 
far. He managed to get hold of a burning fuse which he threw on a pile of 
gunpowder. By doing this, he not only killed himself but he killed three 
others in the process.

Slot Loevestein - John Struij via Getty Images 

Ever since Herman died, a 
headless phantom rider on a  
fiery horse has been seen near 
the entrance of the castle. 

"BEWARE OF THE 
HEADLESS RIDER 
ON HIS FIERY 
HORSE..."
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KASTEEL DOORWERTH

"THEY STARVED 
HER TO DEATH 

INSIDE THE 
CASTLE 

BECAUSE OF 
WHAT SHE DID"

Kasteel Doorwerth, or 
Doorwerth Castle was built 
around 1280 and was nearly 
completely destroyed during 
WWII when it was bombed. 

Thank goodness this medieval 
castle in Gelderland was 
restored years later, bringing 
back the old features. 

And the centuries old ghost 
decided to stay as well. 

Kasteel Doorwerth - bgerritsen via Getty Images 

Kasteel Doorwerth is supposedly haunted by a woman who was sentenced 
to death here. She was probably starved to death after she committed a 
crime. Her spirit was even seen by members of the British Most Haunted!

Kasteel Doorwerth - Sjo via Getty Images 

Sometimes the sounds of clattering cutlery is heard and some people 
suddenly get really sick when they visit the castle. If you visit the castle, 
don't be disappointed when you have no paranormal experiences. The 
castle has an exciting escape game, so you'll enjoy it anyway. 
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KASTEEL SCHALOEN

"IS THE EVIL 
SPIRIT RUPRECHT 

FINALLY GONE?"

The fairytale castle, Kasteel 
Schaloen, can be found in 
Limburg in the south of The 
Netherlands. 

Today this beauty serves as a hotel 
and cozy restaurant, but there's a 
creepy legend about this castle. 

And this legend has everything to 
do with three small statues. 

Kasteel Schaloen - my own picture

A former resident by the name of 
Maximilianus Hendricus Hoen de 
Cartils, was haunted by an evil spirit 
named Ruprecht. 

Ruprecht's ghost haunted the nearby forest and scared the horses so much, 
they didn't dare to enter the woods. This way, Maximilianus couldn't go 
hunting!

The Calvary Group - Romaine via Wikipedia public domain

And then, in 1739, Maximilianus 
had enough. He asked a sculptor 
to create three holy statues and 
placed them at the edge of the 
forest. 

These three statues, including one 
of Maria and one of Jacob, were 
named the Cavalry Group. 

This plan worked: Ruprecht wasn't 
seen again and the horses weren't 
afraid of the forest any longer. 

In 1968, the original statues were stolen. Luckily, an artist made perfect 
replicas in 1973. But, how long will it take for Ruprecht to notice they are 
fake? 



OTHER HAUNTED 
DUTCH PLACES
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The Netherlands has far more haunted places, but there's two 
more we would like to highlight in this ebook. So, sit back, 
relax and enjoy these final haunted locations in The 
Netherlands.

DUIN EN KRUIDBERG

"HE TORMENTED HIS MURDERER"

Lanfgoed Duin en Kruidberg - my own picture

Jacob Cremer built this mansion for his wife, who was born in England. He 
wanted to create an English tea garden for her. He brought servants over 
from Indonesia and the perfect picture was complete. Or wasn't it? 

One of these servants had committed a murder back in Indonesia, and 
because he was never punished for his deeds, the ghost of the murdered 
man travelled along with him. 

The poor man was tormented by the ghost until it became clear the man 
was innocent! Since then, the ghost has been a helpful ghost. He still 
makes sure everyone feels safe inside the mansion. 

The beautiful mansion Duin en 
Kruidberg in Santpoort-Noord is 
the perfect wedding venue. It 
was built in 1907, so it's not even 
that old. 

Guests can spend the night here 
and enjoy a spa day and a good 
meal or high tea at the 
restaurant. 

But, it's also haunted by an 
Indonesian ghost. 
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STADHUISMUSEUM ZIERIKZEE

"THEY SAY THE 
PRISONERS HAVE 

NEVER LEFT"

Part of Het Stadhuismuseum (Town Hall 
Museum) in Zierikzee, Zeeland, has been 
used as a prison. 

This prison was named Gravensteen and 
only the most heavy criminals in this 
province were held here. 

Construction of the prison started in 
1358, and this makes Gravensteen the 
oldest prison in Zeeland. 

Gravensteen was used as a prison until 
1923 and many famous prisoners were 
detained here. 

The most famous criminals who were 
held here were The Duinkerker Hijackers 
and Jan Machielse van der Made, better 
known as Jan Rap. 

Het Stadhuismuseum - picture: Stadhuismuseum 

Gravensteen - picture: Stadhuismuseum 

The prison cells were very small 
and they lacked every form of 
comfort. To get confessions, the 
prisoners were also tortured. 

When someone was found 
guilty, he or she was publicly 
executed. Some prisoners 
carved their names into the 
wooden doors. Some graffiti 
even dates back to 1577!

Visitors of Gravensteen say they've been touched by unseen hands and they 
hear strange sounds. This place is seriously haunted! 
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ABOUT THE LITTLE HOUSE 
OF HORRORS

"I WAS BACK 
AGAIN!"

Hi, my name is Sonja and I love writing, 
haunted places and history. And this ebook is 
my present to you. I hope you like it. 

I had a massive burn out in 2014. It was a 
rough time, for me, but also for my family. 
Back then, my son was just 4 years old and he 
had just started school. I needed to pull myself 
together, but how? 

One day I was simply scrolling through 
Facebook and I stumbled upon a "top 10 most 
creepy places in the world". I opened it and I 
was disappointed: all I saw were some pictures 
and two lines of text. I needed more!

In the days that followed, I started googling my 
way through the internet to learn more about 
creepy and later haunted places. 

Later, I started researching a bit more seriously 
and my first website was born!

My first website was home-made, terribly simple and Dutch. I noticed 
that a lot of people from other countries visited my website and I knew I 
had to do something to professionalise things if I wanted to. 

But, then I went back to work and the old website, well... it sucked, so I 
decided to stop. Some of my fans were really sad, which flattered me. I 
knew that one day I'd return, bigger and better! Oh, and in English.

So, on September 1 2020, my brand new website finally went live! And 
yes, it's a lot of hard work, but I love every second of it.   

Again, I hope you enjoy this ebook. There's more to come! 

Love, 

Sonja 
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION

All the places named in this ebook are allegedly haunted, but that doesn't 
mean everyone will have a paranormal experience there. This ebook is 
purely made to inform and entertain. 

Perhaps you'll learn something about a location you've been before or 
perhaps you're inspired to visit my beautiful country one day. That would 
be great because The Netherlands has so much to offer. Let's just hope 
Covid-19 dies out, soon. 

Oh and please note that this ebook is NOT an encouragement to break 
into places that are not open to the public. Most locations in this ebook 
are open to the public, but some are privately owned. Please don't do 
anything illegal. The Little House of Horrors is not responsible for any 
fines for entering private properties. 
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COLOPHON

The ebook "Haunted Places In The Netherlands" is a publication of The Little 
House of Horrors. 

Contact Information: 

Website: https://www.thelittlehouseofhorrors.com
E-mail: info@thelittlehouseofhorrors
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/welcometothelittlehouseofhorrors
Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/theltttlehouseofhorrors
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/the.little.house.of.horrors/

Pictures and content: 

I have permission to use all the pictures in this ebook. Some are mine. If 
you want to use some of my pictures, please contact me. All content is 
created through interviews, own experiences, history books and wikipedia. 

Written by: 

Sonja Koene, december 2020

All rights reserved.
This e-book has been compiled with the greatest possible care. The Little 
House of Horrors is responsible for any inaccuracies not liable. No part of 
this publication may be reproduced in any way without it written permission 
from The Little House of Horrors.
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DE BOKKENRIJDERS

"NO LESS THAN 90% OF THESE MEN WERE 
HANGED AFTER BEING TORTURED FOR 

DAYS"

Marie-Lan Nguyen via Wikipedia

Between 1740 and 1798, Limburg and large parts of Belgium were startled  
by a wave of arsons and brutal robberies. The people of the south of The 
Netherlands were so scared that the wildest stories came to light.  

Today, these Bokkenrijders (Goat Riders) belong to the Limburg Intangible 
and Cultural Heritage and their images are seen all over this provence. 

It was believed that the robbers 
had made a pact with the devil 
whcih enabled them to fly 
through air while riding goats.

The village of Schinnen 
(Limburg)  was designated as the 
hotbed of all criminal activities. 

More than 600 men were 
arrested for being a 
"Bokkenrijder". 

90% of these men were hanged.   


